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Greetings, friends. In our previous study, we discovered that God's new order or creation's new 
reign, as we called it, will be preceded by suffering. We pointed out that sufferings are to be 
expected in the Christian life, not avoided or shunned. It is not the trials we meet, but how we 
react to them, which counts with God. And this fact puts us into an under the yoke with our Lord 
and Savior. He could not avoid the cross. Neither can we. Therefore, we must reckon that the 
sufferings of this present life are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us or to us.  
 
 
Today we resume the trend of thought by suggesting that the new order will be precipitated by 
travail, verses 19 to 23 in Romans 8; And preserved in hope verses 24 and 25. We'll take these 
two points up in order. It goes without saying that all of creation anticipates its day of release. 
There is a far off divine event toward which the whole creation moves, said the point. That event 
is inseparably connected with our own redemption. The word manifestation in the text is the 
same as in Revelation one one which speaks of the revelation or the unveiling of Jesus Christ. 
The word appears in the same way in Colossians three four in a verb form, where we read that 
when Christ too is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear with him in glory? Obviously 
this must refer to his coming for his saints, an event for which even the physical creation looks 
and longs very, very much. 
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Phillips renders the verse in this fashion. The whole creation is on tiptoe to see the wonderful 
sight of the sons of God coming into their own. And Williams says all nature is expectantly 
waiting for the unveiling of the Sons of God. There are innumerable passages in the word which 
refer to that day, such as in Isaiah Eleven, where we read that the wolf and the lamb, the leopard 
and the kid, the calf and the young lion shall lie down together. Or, as in Isaiah 35, where the 
desert shall blossom like a rose, or in Micah three and four. We read that the day is coming when 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, and they shall 
learn of war no more. What a great word for a war weary world and a war weary generation. 
 
 
But none of these things have happened yet, and that's where we are at the present moment. And 
this is what our text is talking about. The fact that Christian philosophy is different from 
evolutionary philosophy. The fact that the world in Christ does have a hope when others may 
feel that there is no hope. Things are not gradually evolving into a better order. Only the coming 
again of our Lord Jesus Christ will set things right. The reason for this is simple. God's entire 
purpose for the world revolves around the cross and the redemption of the church. God is not 
dependent upon the United Nations. The elimination of Communism. Peace in Vietnam. World 
government. Or even the restoration of Israel to pave the way for that new order. His eternal 
purpose is inextricably bound up with his plan of redemption. Therefore, let no utopian dreamer 
or communist architect, or even any liberal theologian make you believe that we can bring in the 
kingdom or setup a new order without Christ and his church at the very center of that program. 
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When Jesus Christ met the devil in the wilderness temptation Satan offered him. You will 
remember the kingdoms of this world. If he would only bow down and worship, he was playing 
for big stakes, trying to trade a world for a universe. But I Lord knew too much about God's 
eternal purpose to fall for such a ruce. He knew that he must claim this world and this universe 
by a blood sacrifice. Only through the cross can the kingdoms of this world become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. Our Savior won the title deed to the universe by virtue 
of his redemptive work on the Cross of Calvary. This is another reason why creation is still 
groaning and waiting for the release and the unveiling of the Sons of God.  
 
 
But there is another reason why creation awaits that redemption. It was involved in man's sin. 
Verse Twenty clearly states that it was not a voluntary involvement when man lost his headship 
and dominion over creation through sin he dragged the entire creation with him. There was 
nothing for God to do but to subjected to the same curse. Dr. Goodspeed says it was not the fault 
of creation, that it was frustrated. In other words, God would not allow an imperfect man to 
operate in a perfect order. Arthur Way renders it all things created have had to submit to a 
seeming purposeless existence. I think that's very good. And Waymouth says that creation was 
made subject to a futility by man. The creature's sin, even if God had permitted man to operate a 
perfect order it would have soon become an imperfect order for whatever man touches, he 
corrupts. Woodlands are denuded by fire and deforestation. Beaches are cluttered, cluttered and 
polluted by sewage and by garbage. Mountains are overrun by greedy land grabbers. Our lakes 
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and our rivers are poisoned by refuse. Man has no interest whatever in his creation or in 
creation's beauty.  
 
 
This is perhaps why there are a great many students of ecology today who are becoming 
concerned about our environment. But you see, this can only be rectified when creation itself is 
restored into a perfect order. Man will not deal with his sin, with his carelessness, even on the 
basis of Christ's atonement. Therefore, God will exercise his sovereign prerogative to set things 
in order in his own way and in his own time. In the meantime, creation and man and even God, it 
says, are in travail. Both the animate and the inanimate creation are afflicted with birth pangs. 
This is actually the meaning of the Greek word for travail. Intensity of pain and discomfort 
increases just prior to the actual childbearing. This is what the word has reference to: 
childbearing. This is undoubtedly the reason why our Lord referred to wars and famines, 
pestilence as in earthquakes as the beginning of sorrows. If so, we can expect a quickening 
tempo of these catastrophes as we draw near onto the end of the age.  
 
 
This very fact has driven many into despair and into hopelessness. The existential philosophers 
of our day see absolutely no future for the world. One writer says we are receding into an 
abysmal pit of oblivion. Civilizations are like the dragonflies existence. We are no more 
important and purposive than the one-celled creatures. The universe is like a great sea of solid 
jelly. Then on some moonlit night, the waves disappear and the sun rises on a glassy sea, and all 
of life is gone. Perhaps this is what led Oswald Spangler to say not too long ago that we are born 
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into this time and must bravely follow the path to the predestined end. Our duty is to hold the lost 
position like the Roman soldier whose bones were found at Pompei and who died because they 
forgot to relieve him. What a futile, frustrating outlook.  
 
 
This is not the way it all began. There was a time when the morning stars sang together, and the 
sons of God shouted for joy. There was a time when every animal was domestic, and every tree 
of the field bore fruit, and was never a thorn or a thistle marred the agricultural scene. Not so 
today. Today the ocean shells and the night winds mown. Their funeral song bird song is in a 
minor key. Jungles abound with vicious and avaricious beasts. Disease lurks everywhere, even 
within. Death flows like a flood of lava across the landscapes of the world. Wars, catastrophes, 
earthquakes and sufferings are on the increase. Rather than decrease. Constellations collide and 
explode. This may be our father's world, but all is not well with it. No wonder Andrew Bohner 
wrote "Come and make all things new. Build up this ruined earth, restore our faded paradise, 
creation's second birth".  
 
 
But the believer, too, longs for a change of scenery. The world is run by madmen and devils. 
Injustices abound. Truth is trampled, Christ is defamed. Christians and the church are ridiculed. 
The cause of righteousness is espoused only by a few. No wonder we groan looking for that new 
day wherein dwelleth righteousness verse 23 also implies that the Holy Spirit joins us in this 
travail as the earnest of our inheritance, He longs to return to his heavenly home. He has never 
really felt at home in this world. He restlessly strives to bring order out of chaos in human lives. 
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But when the Holy Spirit goes home, so does the church. Like Noah's Dove, he desires to settle 
in clean habitations. He is a friend of the bridegroom, longing to introduce as many as possible to 
the savior. But when the body of Christ is completed, he will wing his way heavenward. His 
mission will be over. His task will be done. In the meantime, he joins us in the travail of our 
souls for a better world to come. 
 
 
Now, just this brief word regarding the new order being preserved in hope as we read it in vs. 24 
and 25; for we are saved by hope, but hope that is seen as not hope for what a man see it? Why 
doth he yet hope for. But if we hope for that which we see not then do we with patience wait for 
it. I don't know if it's common knowledge to you, but salvation comes in stages. It is, and yet it 
isn't a finished product. The New Testament uses three tenses to describe it actually; the past, our 
justification; the present, our sanctification; and the future, our glorification. The latter 
constitutes the hope, you see, which we have of his coming.  
 
 
You may object at this point and ask are we not saved by grace through faith? Indeed we are. 
And may I say, there is no other way. Nevertheless, the last and the final act in this great drama 
of redemption is the consummation of all things in Jesus Christ and is coming. I love that little 
verse. A translation out of the Swedish. I have a future all sublime which reaches beyond the 
realms of space and time, where my redeemer I shall see and sorrow never more shall be. No one 
else in all the world holds such a hope beside the Christian. The great British scholar, Sanday 
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said that the attitude of hope, so distinctive of the Christian, implies that there is more in store for 
him than anything that is his already.  
 
 
The text concludes by telling us how to possess it: In patience we ought to wait for it. It is natural 
to chafe under the bondage. Yet if we in patience if we will possess our souls, we shall come into 
the inheritance with certainty. The same word is used in James 5:11, where it is translated 
patients, but actually means steadfastness. So let us be steadfast and unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for we know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord.  
 
 
Let me encourage some of you today for whom life has tumbled in. I may be talking to those 
whose bodies are wrecked with pain, who have lost precious loved ones, who subsist on life's 
meager bounties, or into whose life has come a veritable avalanche of sorrow. May I tell you, my 
dear friend, your day is coming. It may soon be here, and we trust even much sooner than we 
expect. May God give you grace to in patients wait for it, for it will be worth it all when we see 
Jesus, life's trials will seem so small. When we see Christ, one glimpse of his dear face, all 
sorrow will erase so bravely run the race till we see Christ. 
 
 
[End of Recording] 
 
